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JUNIOR SCHOOL PROSPECTUS

WELCOME TO ‘THE NIPPERS’

As Head of the Junior School, I am delighted  
to have this opportunity to welcome you.

Loretto Junior School, affectionately known as  
‘The Nippers’, is East Lothian’s leading independent 
Junior School for children aged 5–12 years – with 
around 200 boys and girls in attendance. We are 
predominantly a day school but every year we 
welcome a number of boarders who join us aged 11.

The Early Years (5–7 years) are based at Eskbank, 
while the Nippers (8–12 years) are at North Esk 
Lodge. The latter is the school’s busy hub for both 
day pupils and boarders, situated on a site close 
enough to the Senior School to share its facilities, 
but separate enough to allow its pupils to feel 
secure and happy in their own independent 
environment. The Loretto Nursery (0–5 years)  
is also located close by. 

For pupils and teachers alike, Loretto is a truly 
special place. That is because it combines the  
best of both worlds. On the one hand, there is the 
closeness and friendliness of a small and friendly 
school; on the other, despite our modest size –  
we are a school that’s big on heart, big on ambition  
and big on opportunity.  

Echoing that unique combination of qualities is the 
School’s enviable location. While very close to 
Edinburgh, Scotland’s capital city, and enjoying all 
the advantages that offers, there is also a community 

feel to life here. We are a school that offers the 
space and opportunity for everyone to find their own 
route to success – whether in academic achievement, 
sport, art, music, drama or other activities. 

Put simply, at Loretto, every individual matters –  
wherever their talents, interests and ambitions lie. 

That is not just a guiding ethos, it is a practical 
reality. The School’s size and campus enables 
pupils, aged 5–12, to enjoy the freedom of their 
childhood within a safe and caring environment, 
while small classes allow all children the chance to 
discover and develop their talents, whilst receiving 
maximum individual attention. 

While pupils are our priority, we do not forget the 
parents. Our aim is to be as flexible as possible  
to fit in with your busy schedules. To that end, we 
run convenient school minibus routes to and from 
the surrounding areas of North Berwick, Gullane, 
Haddington, Gifford, Earlston, Galashiels, 
Edinburgh and Roslin.

This prospectus will give you an idea of the 
spectrum of opportunities available at Loretto –  
but it is really just an introduction. My hope is that 
you will come and visit us, when I look forward to 
meeting you personally.

PHILIP MEADOWS  
MA (Cantab), CertEd.
Head of the Junior School.
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At Loretto Junior School the happiness and  
welfare of our children is of utmost importance.  
But underpinning that commitment is our 
understanding that children do not just come to 
school to learn – they come to school to grow  
up. So the goal is to balance a personalised 
education with personalised care.

Yet while it is inspiring to see pupils develop  
with us, we do not want them to grow up too  
fast – which sadly, seems to be the case in  
society at large. For us, childhood is special  
and should be cherished. So we aim to provide  
the feeling of security they need to enjoy it, 
confident that any concerns will be dealt with  
swiftly and sympathetically. 

Our support structure is founded on the knowledge 
that parents are entrusting the most important  
part of their children’s lives to the School. Indeed,  
it is no exaggeration to say that, for the Nippers,  
Loretto becomes a second home, a place where 
strong friendships are formed and defining 
moments are experienced. 

Making sure that the environment is a safe and 
happy one is – and always be – a priority for all  
here at Loretto. 

THE WHOLE PERSON

Our support structure is founded on the 
knowledge that parents are entrusting  
the most important part of their children’s  
lives to the school.

“  To be a Nipper is a great 
honour. You get to play 
incredible sports, make great 
friends and the teachers are 
incredibly great too.”

Chris, Year 6



Children can join the Junior School from the age  
of 5, when a full rigorous programme is followed, 
based on the ‘Curriculum for Excellence’. We  
think this is a clear and progressive curriculum in 
Scotland, which enables our children to become 
‘successful learners, responsible citizens, confident 
individuals and effective contributors’.

• From Year 1 (5 years), the Scottish curriculum  
is followed and the children are taught by 
experienced primary school teachers. Years  
6 and 7 (10 and 11 years) undergo a transition 
period when they are taught by more specialised 
subject teachers. 

• Full use is made of specialist facilities both  
inside and outside the School. This includes  
our own Forest School to facilitate active  
learning and the School Hall, which is used  
for Gym sessions and circle time. 

• Spelling, reading, grammar, handwriting, 
numeracy and mental arithmetic are some  
of the important areas at the core of what we  
do. Our pupils are also taught by specialist 
teachers in Modern Languages, ICT, Music, 
Physical Education, Art and Drama.

• Children work in small classes (which 
encourages self-esteem and raises confidence) 
under the care and guidance of highly skilled  
and experienced teachers. 

• The role of class teacher is central to the 
education of every child, and every teacher  
strives to meet the needs and abilities of all 
children in their care. 

• Children are taught in a range of ways that 
integrate modern methods and resources  
with more traditional educational values. 

• They learn individually, in groups and as a whole 
class – and learning is active, co-operative and 
collaborative. The needs and abilities of all pupils 
are catered for. 

• We are also proud of being a school which  
looks to innovate whenever possible. A recent 
Education Scotland inspection report described 
Loretto Junior School as ‘leading the way in 
innovative practice’. 

Whether working inside or outside the curriculum 
however, our approach to learning has a core 
philosophy. We encourage each child to fulfil his 
 or her potential and – in the process – seek to 
 instil a genuine desire to learn, a positive attitude  
to work and an awareness of the need for industry 
and perseverance. 

Making schoolwork challenging, interesting and 
enjoyable is central to all of those objectives 
because, for us, helping children do the best they 
can because they genuinely want to do so, is the 
best way to help them flourish. 

JUNIOR SCHOOL PROSPECTUS

THE WHOLE PICTURE

We encourage each child to fulfil his or her 
potential and – in the process – seek to instill  
a genuine desire to learn.

07



JUNIOR SCHOOL PROSPECTUS

08

LORETTO RADIO

Loretto Radio was launched in 2009 and has  
since become an exciting and useful facility that  
has benefited class projects and activities alike. 
Many children participate in programme-making  
and presentation, and a wide range of programmes 
have been made. 

Some examples can be heard on the Loretto 
i-player, which is updated from time to time. The 
24-hour output, which can be monitored anywhere 
on the Loretto campus by using the school Intranet, 
consists of live programmes, live training sessions 
and loops.

ART

Children can choose to participate in extra art or 
craft-based activities every week, including batik 
and fabric crafts, ceramics (with a visiting artist), 
sculpture or jewellery-making. The Nippers have 
exhibitions at the Loretto Gallery and at the end  
of the school year we award art prizes, judged  
by lecturers from Edinburgh College of Art.

Drama, music, art and sport are important subjects 
for all children, and there are exciting opportunities 
within these fields for every boy and girl at Loretto 
Junior School. We offer a very extensive and varied 
programme of optional activities across all interests 
and we have the means in place to help the children 
embrace them fully. As well as facilities here at the 
Junior School campus, we also make full use of  
the Senior School facilities. 

DRAMA

Drama has long been a much-loved subject at 
Loretto Junior School. There are theatre visits and 
we regularly have actors ‘in residence’. Drama skills 
are developed through play, stories, mime, drama 
games, poetry, and film. Older pupils are given the 
opportunity to participate in London Academy of 
Music and Dramatic Art (LAMDA) examinations. 
Recent productions include Oliver, Annie and 
Summer Holiday.

SPORT

Sport, both team and individual, is an essential 
component in the daily lives of our pupils. Making 
the most of the fine facilities we have (in a beautiful 
setting), all children take part, with many going on to 
represent the school in the wide range of sports 
that we are able to offer.

Rugby, netball, hockey, rounders and cricket the 
most prominent or ‘major’ sports, but children also 
have the opportunity to take part in golf, swimming, 
cross-country, football and athletics. 

Across all sports we offer regular fixtures (of 
appropriate age and ability) against other Scottish 
independent schools throughout each term.  
House competitions in the major sports as well  
as swimming, cross-country and athletics also  
take place throughout the year.

MUSIC

With our impressively equipped Music School, 
featuring a rehearsal room and numerous 
classrooms, it is not surprising that The Junior 
School Choir is one of Loretto’s most popular 
activities. The choir has made a number of CD 
recordings and regularly performs at Chapel 
Services and in concerts. 

Other music-related activities include pipes and 
drums, the annual school musical, Loretto Radio, 
recitals and ensembles such as a brass group, string 
quartet, rock band and Cubase recording. Our Music 
Specialists in the Early Years also run a very popular 
and successful Saturday Morning Music School.

THE WHOLE EXPERIENCE

We offer a very extensive and varied programme  
of optional activities across all interests and we 
have the means in place to help the children 
embrace them fully.



The Nippers prides itself on high levels of pastoral 
care for both day and boarding pupils. Our few 
boarding pupils, mainly in their last year, live in the 
junior boarding houses based at the Senior School. 

As our children reach the end of Year 7, they 
continue their Loretto education by moving to the 
Senior School. The community there builds upon 
the values initiated at the Junior School. For those 
values to mean anything, they need to come through 
day-to-day and we are proud to have created a 
‘culture’ which makes this possible. 

The warm and caring environment in the School 
helps children to develop a broad range of life skills; 
high aspirations, confidence, independence, 
self-motivation, cultural awareness, respect for 
others, a wide variety of interests, sporting skills, 
social skills, common courtesies, community spirit, 
team-working and leadership skills. 

Together, these attributes are the natural result  
of educating the whole person in mind, body and 
spirit. That rounded approach is something that  
truly sets Loretto apart – and it goes to the heart  
of who we are. 

JUNIOR SCHOOL PROSPECTUS

THE WHOLE LIVES

The warm and caring environment in the  
School helps children to develop a broad  
range of life skills.

10

Edinburgh

Loretto



Founded in 1827, Loretto has established itself  
as Scotland’s most successful boarding and day 
school, nurturing young people to have confidence 
in themselves and a spirit to succeed in a changing 
world beyond school. As this prospectus shows, 
our modern and thriving co-educational community 
helps to make this a reality, providing exceptional 
care and support to each individual child. 

However, to experience what makes Loretto one  
of Scotland’s leading independent schools, there’s 
no substitute for being here. So, we strongly 
encourage you to come and pay us a visit. It gives 
you a chance to experience our wonderful setting, 
get a feel for day-to-day life at the School (from the 
perspective of a Loretto Nipper) and, of course, 
meet the Head, staff and pupils, who will be happy 
to show you around. 

For now, the next stage of the entrance procedure 
is to register your child by filling out the registration 
form and returning it to Loretto Junior School. We 
are always happy to talk to you about the admissions 
process and clarify any points that you may need  
to discuss. 

Here is how to reach us:
By telephone +44 (0) 131 653 4580  
or by email at juniorschool@loretto.com

We look forward to helping you to take the  
next step. 
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THE NEXT STEP

Experience our wonderful setting, get a feel 
for day-to-day life at The School and, of 
course, meet the Head, staff and pupils.

Edinburgh

Loretto




